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Phis matter was -opened to the New Jerpey State Board of
Nursing {(the “Board”) upon receipt of information which the Board
hags reviewed and on which the following preliminary findings of

fact and conclusions of law are made:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Renee Ellingsworth, (“Respondent”) is the holder of

Homemaker Health Aid Certificate 26NH14197200 in the State of

New Jersey. {(See L2k printout, Exhiblt A).



2. Oon August 2, 2013, the Board received a Flagging
Notice stating that Respondent had been arrested on August 1,
2013 , by the Penn;sauken Township Police for Congpiracy Forgery
(N.J.S.A, 2C:5-2) ariAdfConspiraCy Theft by Deception (N.J.S.A.
2C:5-2). Respondent"\nas gent a letter on August 13, 2013,
reguesting informatli,o.xt'i",about her arrest and to provide the Board
with a narrative o.f -h“er version of the events, Respondent did
not respond, To this. éay', Respondent had not responded to the
‘August 13, 2013 letter and has not provided the Board with the
necegsary documentation. (See Flagging Notice, Exhiblit B).

3. The Board received a complaint "from Freedom Home
Healthcare (“Freedom Home”) in Mt. Laurel on or about September
19, 2013. Respondent was 'employed by Freedom Home to provide
care to patients, including E.F,, the victim. Freedom Home’s
complaint indicated that Respondent had been terminated from

Freedom Home on August 1, 2013 because she had been arrested for

stealing E.F.'s checks. Respondent had made the checks payable
to herself and ha'df forged E.F.'s signature. Respondent wrote
“paycheck” on the-'xﬁex’ho area of the checks. The approximate

amount cashed from ‘zt"he checks was $4,000,00. (See complaint from

Freedom Home, Exhibit C).
4, Respondent was arrested on October 2, 2013, by the

Cherry Hill Township Police Department, for Fraud Use Credit

card (N.J.S.A. 2C:21-6H). E.F.‘s family had filed a fraud report



BN
alleging that Resﬁbﬂaght had been using E.F.’s stolen credit
card, 'The card hadhggén used 29 times at Shoprite or Walmart,
between December 23,: 2012 and July 15, 2013. After a police
investigation, the Cherry Hill Police obtaining a 'video
recording showing Respondent making purchases at Walmart, Also,
the police obtained credit card receipts from Walmart andishop
Rite. The Cherry Hill Police Departmeﬁt concluded that
Regpondent had been using the credit card to purchase goods,
totaling $5,700.00, for personal use and not for E.F,’'s care.

(See Cherry Hill Township Police Report and Cherry Hill Township

Municibal Court Complaint, Exhibit D).

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Regpondent’s conduct, as described , herein, constitutes

preliminary grounds to take disciplinary action against

Respondent’s certificétion to practice as a certified homemaker-
home health aide in New Jersey pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-
21(b), (e}, and (f), Anﬁthat Respondent hag engaged in the use of
dishonesty, fraud, ‘deception, misrepresentation, false promise
or false pretense, has engaged in professional or occupational
misconduct, Aand has oengaged ‘in acts constituting a crime
relating adversely to the activity regulated by the Board.

ACCORDINGLY, IT I8 on this \\ day of ¥ WM, 2014,

ORDERED that:



1, Renee Ellingsworth'’s certification to practice as
a homemaker-home health aide is provisionally suspended for
a minimum of five (5) years.

2. Respondent shall provisionally pay & penalty in
the amount of $1,200.00. Said penalty is an aggregate
penalty, which includes a penalty in the aﬁount of $200 for

failure to cooperate with a Board investigation and a

penalty in the amount of $1,000.00 for the theft of

another's property. Penalty should be made via certified
check or money order payable to the State of New Jersey,
delivered to CGeorge Hebert, Executive Director, State Board
P.O;}iﬁ6x' 45010, Newark, New dJersey, 07101,

of Nursing,
Payment shall be maﬁe.ﬁb later ﬁhan 15 days after notice of
the entry of any%'Fgggl Oorder 'is served in this matter,
including any Ordéf?Wﬁ&ch is finalized by default. In the
event Respondent fails to make a timely payment, a
certificate of debt shall be filed in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 45:1-24 and the Board may bring such other
proceedings as authorized by law,

4, prior to Board consideration of any application

of Respondent’s certification to practice as a CHHA,

regpondent shall provide documentation showing full



compliance with the terms of any criminal sentencing that
has resulted from the charges detailed abové.

5, Prior to Board consideration of any request for
reinstatement of her certification, Respondent shall appear
before the Board to provide evidence of rehabilitation to
ﬁhe gsatisfaction of the Board, and to show conmpetency to
reenter practice as a homemaker-hone health aide, including
completion of a homemaker home health aide training course
as described in Board regulations.

6. Respondent shall provisionally refrain from
engaging in the practice of homemaker-home health aide and
shall not represent herself as a certified homemaker-home
health aide until such time as her certification is
reinstated. Any practice in this State prior to such

reinstatement shall ;éonstitute grounds for a charge of

unlicensed practice.. }'ﬂ
7. Respondent .,may request a modification or
po . )
dismissal of the  .above stated Findings of Fact or

Conclusions of Law . within 30 daygs of the date this

provisional Order is filed by:

a) Submitting a written request for .modification or

dismissal Lo George Hebert, Executive Director, Board



v
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of Nursing, 124 Halsey Stroet, Sixth .Floor, P.0. Box
45010, Newark, New Jersey 07101.

b) Setting forth in writing any and all reasons why

said findings and conclusions should be modified or

dismissed.
c) Submitting any and all documents or other written
evidence supporting Respondent.’s request for

congideration and reasons therefore or offered in

mitigation of penalty.

8. Any submissions will be reviewed By'the Board and
the Board will thereafter determine -whether - further
proceedings are necessary. If no material éiscrepancies are

raised through a supplemental submission during the thirty-

day period, or if the Board is not persuaded that the

submitted materialg merit further consideration, a Final

Order will be entered.

9. In the ‘event that Respondent’s submissions
establish a need for further proceedings, including, but
not limited to an. evidentiary hearing, Resgpondent shall be
notified Qith reéérd thereto.. In the event that an
evidentiary hearing is ordered, the preliminary findings of
fact ahd conclusions of law contained herein may serve as

notice of the Ffactval and legal allegations in such



proceeding, Further, in the event a hearing is held and
upon review of the record, the Board shall not be limited
to the findings, contclusions and sanctlons .stated herein.
10, In the ;veﬁt that th; Board receives no written
reqﬁest for modiff¢aeion or dismissal within 30 days
folloﬁing entry of this Provisional Oxder, without furthexr
Board review, all referenved preliminary Pindings of Fact
and conclusions of Law and all provigional sanotiong or
penalties imposed by this Order shall automatically bgcome
the Final Decision and Order of the Boaxd. Thereafter,
Regpondent’s failure to comply with any sanction ox penalﬁy
imposed by thig Order shall be oonsidered a vioclation of a

Board Order in contravention of N,J,8.3, 45:1-21 (a) and

(h) and N.J.A.C, 13145C-1.4 and may subject Respondent

to additional sanction and/or penalty.
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